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“Let another praise you, 

   and not your own mouth.” 

(Pr 27:2) 
 

 

From parents of our youth 
 

 

   “As parents who were extremely selective with their children’s interaction with other adults 

regarding their values and faith formation, we can, without hesitation, recommend Rocco who 

was a large part of our own son’s Faith formation when he was in his teens. 

 

   Rocco has a very unique combination of personal attributes that allow him to effectively 

translate the truths of our Catholic faith in a very compelling, passionate, and articulate way 

which constantly holds the attention of, sometimes, distracted youth. His deep knowledge of the 

Scriptures and Mariology seem incredibly suited for the present world condition and secular 

dominance. 

 

   Rocco’s individual passion, love, and dedication to his own personal Faith-walk are constant, 

unwavering, and unmistakably noticeable in any Parish he is associated with. Rocco would bring 

dynamic results to any Catholic organization seeking his talents. We encourage you to 

prayerfully consider him and we unequivocally provide our endorsement.” 

   

- Peter & Joyce Ciaravino 

  Apalachin, NY 

 



 

    

“Rocco has an amazing ability to reach and touch the hearts of youth on a deep level. He was the 

faith formation teacher for my three children as they prepared for the sacrament of Confirmation. 

On fire with the Holy Spirit himself, Rocco was able to awaken and arouse the Spirit within them 

through his example, teaching, and his youth praise/prayer group. 

 

   Under his outstanding leadership, my children attended many youth retreats, which profited 

them in many ways. I never had to worry about them under his care. Outside of class, Rocco was 

also available to answer their questions and meet their spiritual needs. My three children are 

better Catholics today because of the influence Rocco had on their lives.” 

 

- Dianne Joslyn 

 

   

   “I have always been inspired by the Holy Spirit working through Rocco and used tell people if 

Jesus has a Pied Piper calling youth today, it's Rocco; someone they listen to, someone cool, and 

at the same time on fire! 

 

   As a result of Rocco’s Spread the Blaze youth group, I remember several mothers surprised to 

see their "troubled" teen all of a sudden reading the Bible at night and talking excitedly about the 

Holy Spirit and God's plan for them. It's no surprise really; they saw a young man living his 

faith, on fire with love for it, and burning to share it with them. Keep Spreading the Blaze, 

Rocco. Praise God!” 

 

- Carla Coon 

• Homeschool mother of eight 

• Contributing writer published in The National Catholic Register, New Oxford Review,  

Catholic Faith and Family, and The Catholic Sun 

• Former editor: NYSRTLC Lifeworks 

 

 

   “There are very few people who I trust my children with in all that is spoken to them. Rocco is 

one of the few.  

  

God bless!  

Ave Maria!  

Louise” 

 

- Louise Snyder 

• Homeschool mother of three 

• Foundress - First Saturday Apostolate 

• Pro-life activist  

 

 

 

 



 

 

From members of the community 
 
 

   “Rocco coordinates First Saturday Rosary Rallies that include a procession in front of the 

Planned Parenthood Facility in Binghamton – he’s been the key part of this effort for many 

years. Caring is so much a part of him that he literally draws people to him by just being there – I 

witnessed several people approach him as he stood in prayer outside of Planned Parenthood and 

his gentle voice and loving manner keeps them listening…and actually seems to change their 

minds, at least for a second or two, as he talks.” 

 

- Maribeth Cederborg 

• Board Member, Broome County Right to Life Committee (BCRTLC) 

• Parishioner and Respect Life Coordinator, Most Holy Rosary - Maine, NY    

• Co-Prayer Coordinator, 40 Days for Life - Binghamton / Lent 2011 Campaign  

• Volunteer, 40 Days for Life - Binghamton / Sept-November 2011 Fall Campaign 

• Chaperone, Syracuse Diocese Youth Group Pilgrimage to March For Life, Washington, 

DC - January 2010 and 2011 

 

     

  “I've attended brother Rocco's Rosary Rallies many times and I've learned that he had a radical 

conversion! I've seen a person who is so fervent, devoted and knowledgeable about the Catholic 

Faith! He inspires with his preaching at these events! We need people like him in the apostolate 

getting others excited about the Gospel!” 

 

- Tom Chelak    

 

 

From our youth 
 

 
The following is anonymous, written feedback from high-school youth to 

 three questions asked by their teachers after a 30 minute talk on God’s love. 

It always amazes me to see what the Holy Spirit will do on such a deep level in 

such a short amount of time…IF WE LET HIM!!! Praised be Jesus & Mary!!! 

 

(My comments in blue) 

 

 



1. What did you think of the speaker? 

 
• “INTENSITY and passion at its finest for God.” 

 

• “I thought the presentation was very powerful. I have never seen such devotion, such  

  passion. I had chills listening to his speech.” 

 

• “It was amazing. Rocco is a great speaker and I could have listened to him for a long   

time.” 

 

• “I thought that it was great. Rocco Fortunato is the man.” 

 

• “I thought he was very good, and inspirational…he is good for teenagers.” 

 

• “It was very intense.”  

 

• “I thought the speaker was very inspirational.” 

 

• “It was interesting, very intense and not what I was expecting.” 

 

• “AMAZING. Great speaker. I got chills.” 

 

• “He was intensely religious. It was a good experience.” 

 

• “I think Rocco taught our class very much about the Christian faith. He is full of religious  

  knowledge and he should definitely return and speak to us again.” 

 

• “I thought he was very powerful and passionate about what he was trying to explain  

  about how important it is to give God’s love back to Him.” 

 

• “I thought he was a very powerful speaker and that I learned a lot about God’s love and  

  theology.” 

 

• “He was very enthusiastic and powerfully speaking.” 

 

• “I thought he was very sincere about his faith and he was very radical about it.” 

 

• “I thought the content of the presentation was very interesting. I thought it was very  

  insightful and helped me understand what the love of God truly is.” 

 

• “He was awesome.” 

 

• “I thought he was a great speaker and very informative…I really liked him.” 

 

• “I thought he really loved the Christian faith.” 

 

•  “I enjoyed Rocco Fortunato’s presentation tremendously. I realized how much God’s  

  love means & how to live a right Catholic way. He was so inspirational & I found out  

  myself through his presentation.” 

 



• “He was very enthusiastic about his beliefs. Lots of energy.” 

 

• “It was very spiritual and he was very enthusiastic about his faith.” 

 

•  “The content was good and thorough.” 

 

• “He was very enthusiastic. Liked his passion for the content.” 

 

• “The content was extensive. He covered a lot thoroughly.” 

 

• “He was very enthusiastic.” 

 

•  “I think the content was very relevant and important for young Christians to hear. I think  

  it was touching to hear about his personal life and how he used that as an example of 

  why we need God.” 

 
2. What was the best/most important part? 

 
• “Above all else, I was fascinated by Rocco Fortunato’s reverence & devotion to Our 

  Lord. His faith in what he said was far more believable than that of other preachers.” 

 

• “His speaking was the best and his story.” 

 

•  “The most important part was the prayer. It was meaningful and everyone participated.   

   Sometimes at school, during class and at Mass, people don’t participate.” 

 

• “God is love.” 

 

• “The gift that he gave us at the end. I wear mine.” (Referring to the Brown Scapular) 

 

•  “Most important was that God’s always there to accept your love, he’ll always love you  

   no matter what. I liked that he really stressed this issue.” 

 

• “I liked when he talked about his experience in Confession when the priest explained        

              Confession. Chills again.” 

 

•  “Praying with him; he was passionate.” 

 

• “The best part was praying in the presence of the Blessed Mother. It was a calm and  

  peaceful prayer which helped me relax.” (It was May, the month of Mary, and I found a  

  beautiful statue of Our Lady of Grace behind a curtain in an alcove in the Chapel. After  

  receiving permission from legitimate authority, I moved Our Lady to the side of the  

  tabernacle and had the youth join me in kneeling down and praying to Her.) 

 

• “The most important point was knowing that God loves each and everyone one of us so  

  much. He outpours His love to us.” 

 

•  “Best part – talking about God’s love being so incomprehensible and how He loves us no  

   matter what, even if we’re sinners.” 



 

• “That he truly believed the love of God.” 

 

• “When he talked about how God loves you no matter what you have done.” 

 

• “Everything!” 

 

• “The most important point was how anyone can be forgiven, no matter what.” 

 

• “I really enjoyed his talk about love. This seemed the most important point.” 

 

• “What I liked best was everything.” 

 

• “Most inspirational part was when he talked about his conversion. Would’ve liked to hear  

  more about that.” 

 

• “God loves us.” 

 

• “The best part/most important point was that God loves everyone equally all at the same  

  time.” 

 

• “Whole thing.” 

 

• “I loved his enthusiasm about the Lord & his faith.” 

 

• “The presentation was interesting and inspiring. I liked when he passed out the  

  scaldions.” (Brown Scapulars)   

 

• “I liked how he was passionate and tried to convey his beliefs on us.” 

 

• “How he talked and how he involved us in the presentation.” 

 

• “I liked it best when he talked about how we know as Christians why we are here and  

  what we’re supposed to do.” 

 

• “I liked how serious and passionate.” 

 

• “Liked everything.” 

 

• “I liked that he was extremely enthusiastic about the Faith.” 

 

• “He was very intense. Full of information” 

 

• “We touched on some unique topics. I thought that some of the things he said and did  

              were different and special.” 

 

• “I like the intensity you had about your faith the most.” 

 

• “That he called everyone ‘brothers’; kind of neat.” 

 



3. Would you recommend the speaker? 

 
•  “Absolutely” (Underlined 3 times) 

 

• “Yes. I think a whole school assembly with him for at least 2 hours.” 

 

•  “Yes. I hope we have him again.” 

 

• “Yes, he should come talk to the whole school in an assembly.” 

 

•  “Yes I would. He was a great speaker.” 

 

• “Yes I would recommend this talk to everyone.” 

 

•  “Yes, if they can withstand his craziness. His craziness for Jesus.” 

 

•  “Yes.” (9 students wrote this same answer.) 

 

• “I would recommend him to anybody.” 

 

•  “I would recommend him to others.” 

 

• “Yes because I actually paid attention.” 

 

•  “Yea Boi!” 

 

•  “Yes, if they need someone to get them going about their faith.” 

 

•  “I would recommend him!!” 

 

• “I recommend this talk to everyone, especially those who are in question of their faith.” 

 

• “I would recommend him to everyone.” 

 

• “Yes. I would recommend the talk.” 

 

• “I would certainly recommend it to other people.” 

 

• “I would recommend this talk to someone because all points discussed could be  

  somewhat universal.” 

 

 


